The Daily Gamecock, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 2012 by University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media




The Daily Gamecock, WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 29, 2012
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2012_feb
This Newspaper is brought to you by the 2012 at Scholar Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in February by an authorized administrator of
Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact dillarda@mailbox.sc.edu.
Recommended Citation
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media, "The Daily Gamecock, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 2012" (2012).
February. 1.
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2012_feb/1
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 2012 VOL. 108, NO. 35  ●  SINCE 1908
dailygamecock.com
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA
Mix Editor Chloe 
Gould sits down with 
Mondo Guerra of 
“Project Runway,” a 





fi rmative action is an 




Joey Pankake’s home 
run pushed USC to 
a 2-1 victory against 
Presbyterian College.
See page 12






The f lu  d id n’t  ma ke  it  to 
USC this year, but in its place, 
a dif ferent i l lness has started 
spreading through campus, and 
Student Health Serv ices isn’t 
entirely sure what it is.
“The sore throat, low-grade 
f e v e r ,  s o r t  o f  r e s p i r a t o r y, 
coughy, drippy thing?” asked 
Nicole Carrico, public relations 
coordinator for Student Health 
Services, when a reporter inquired 
about a recent spate of sicknesses 
among students. 
The Thomson Student Health 
Center has received patients with 
those symptoms over the last week 
or so, and the illness had even 
spread to its staff, Carrico said.
“We have it too,” she said. “I 
myself went to the doctor last 
week, and it was diagnosed as 
bacterial, but a couple of my very 
close co-workers also went to the 
doctor, and they diagnosed it as 
viral ... We don’t have a name for 
it, but we know that it’s here.” 
E l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  s t a t e , 
i nc idence  of  norov i r u s  h a s 
jumped compared to last year, 
according to Adam Myrick , a 
public information director for 
the South Carolina Department 
of Health and Environmental 
Control .
Between Jan. 11 and Feb. 22 of 
this year, the agency investigated 
33 outbreaks of the illness around 
the state; last year, it saw only 
eight outbreaks over the same 
period. Those outbreaks have 
cropped up in schools, retirement 
homes and other spots with shared 
spaces and lots of people, Myrick 
said.
The illness tends to clear up 
within two or three days, and 
symptoms of norovirus generally 
i n c l u d e  n au s e a ,  c r a m p i n g , 
diarrhea, vomit ing and a low-
grade fever, Myrick said. 
Accord i ng  to  Dr.  Cha rle s 
McKenzie, the medical director 
of SHS, cases of that nature 
have made their way onto USC’s 
campus.
“We’ve had plent y of cases 
with these symptoms, but there 
is no easy test for norovirus,” 
McKenzie told Carrico in an 
email. “There does not appear to 
be an outbreak that would prompt 
us to send samples to DHEC at 
this point.”
Carrico also said the number of 
students visiting the health center 
has been fairly steady compared 
with past years.
“I know that we haven’t had a 
signifi cant spike in students that 
have come in,” she said. “With the 
low-grade fever and sinus issues, 
no more that usual.”
The virus can linger for hours, 
possibly even days, on doorknobs, 
railings and other shared surfaces, 
Myrick sa id, so it  can t ravel 
between people quickly.
“The best thing to do — and 
it’s going to sound very cliché and 
kind of ‘old-timey’ — is going 
to be to wash your hands,” he 
said. “Very simply, just continue 
to wash your hands throughout 
the day, because the virus does 














Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
G e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n 
requirements for incoming 
freshmen will be different 
from the requirements that 
have been in place for more 
than two decades. 
These requirements will 
include new and rev ised 
c l a s s e s  t h a t  c u r r e n t l y 
meet  genera l  educ at ion 
requ i rement s and a new 
concept of overlay courses, 
which were all discussed at the 
Carolina Core Update forum 
Tuesday in the Russell House 
Theater.
The new requirements, 
or Carolina Core, will be 
implemented start ing Fall 
2012. However, some new 
courses need t ime to go 
through the approval process 
and may not exist until January 
2013, which is the deadline for 
general education courses to 
be resubmitted for inclusion 
i n  t h e  C a r o l i n a  C o r e  .
Students who start next fall, 
when certain requirements 
may not exist, can wait until 
later semesters to take the 
classes after they come to 
fruition.
Some of the classes that 
need approval are overlay 
courses. An overlay course 
is defined as “a course that’s 
able to meet more than one 
requirement simultaneously,” 
according to Joseph Rackers, 
f ac u lt y  co - ch a i r  of  t he 
Carolina Core Committee.
Only cer ta in Carol ina 
C o r e  c o m p o n e n t s  c a n 
have overlay courses. The 
eligible components include 
I n f o r m a t i o n  L i t e r a c y ; 
Ef fec t ive ,  Engaged a nd 
Persuasive Communication; 
and Values, Ethics and Social 
Responsibility. 
Overlay courses take a 
while to develop because 
proposers of the classes come 
from different departments 
and even different colleges.
“ T he  mos t  i mp or t a nt 
goal is that overlay courses 
are excellent courses that are 
benefi cial to students and will 
be really a valuable part of the 
students’ education, rather 
than how fast the overlay 
course is developed,” Rackers 
said. 
A n elec t ron ic  proces s 
h a s  h e l p e d  s t r e a m l i n e 
course approval, and a new 
website will allow students 
to see informat ion about 
approved courses, such as a 
prototype course syllabus.
I nteg r at i ve  cou r se s  a re 
another aspect to Carolina 
Core and are major-specific 
courses students will take 
when t hey a re  i n  upper 
division. 
W hi le t he curr icu lum 
will be updated, advisement 
will continue as it has and 
is separate from Carolina 
Core, according to Helen 
Doerpinghaus, administrative 
co-chair of the Carolina Core 
Committee. 
The Office of the Provost 
i s  c o n s ide r i n g  w a y s  t o 
standardize advising across 
the campus, Doerpinghaus 
said.
She added that advisers 
Graduating students packed the Russell 
House Bookstore Tuesday evening, after 
many discovered late in the afternoon 
that it was the last day of the graduation 
fair and one of the last opportunities to 
purchase caps and gowns.
Most students were unaware of the two-
day graduation fair, and found out only 
through word-of-mouth and social media .
“I had no idea that I had to pick up 
my cap and gown today,” said Severyn 
Mullen, a fourth-year geography student . 
“I heard some guy talking about it in 
Carolina Core set for Fall 2012
Overlay courses 






‘Be a Man’ 
discusses 
masculinity
Students uninformed of graduation fair 




FAIR  ●  2
Tuesday night marked the fifth 
annual Project Condom Fashion 
Show, organized by Carol ina 
Productions in partnership with 
Student Health Services, Campus 
Wellness and Changing Carolina 
Peer Leaders .
Preluded by a playful table on 
Greene Street promoting birth 
control and safe sex with punchy 
T-shirts and in-your-face condoms, 
Project Condom is designed to 
be an informal way to address 
contraceptives, safe sex and sexually 
transmitted infection prevention, 
particularly HIV/AIDS. 
“Project Condom is a fun way to 
talk about condoms, safe sex and 
HIV prevention,” said Adam Mayer, 
a fi rst-year exercise science student . 
“It’s about safe sex, and Mondo 
[Guerra] admitted that he was HIV 
positive, and he is here supporting 
it, so people know it’s a big deal.”
Even before the doors opened an 
hour before the show started, a line 
had formed outside Russell House 
Ballroom. The event garnered much 
attention from this year’s special 
guest, Mondo Guerra, of the eighth 
season of “Project Runway,” as well 
as special guests from years past. 
In a room of fl ashing lights and 
loud music, with everyone wearing 
glow stick bracelets supporting 
AIDS awareness, one wouldn’t 
expect it to be a learning experience. 
Projec t  Condom is  des ig ned 
to promote sexual health and 
awareness in a casual atmosphere. 
One Condoms provided all of the 
condoms used to construct the 
designs, as well as the ones handed 
Vice Provost Dennis 
Pr u it t  del ivered t he 
i n a u g u r a l  s p e e c h 
i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  s i x 
lectures ent it led “Be 
a  M a n ,”  c reat ed  by 
C h r i s  Fau l k ner  a nd 
John Eberly Jr. after a 
discussion they had in 
Grilled Teriyaki. 
“We don’t know a lot 
about manhood,  but 
we’ve invited some very 
wise men,” said Faulkner, 
a fourth-year nursing 
student.
The speeches aim to 
address apathy among 
young men, particularly 
those of college ages. 
Fau lk ner and Eberly 
hope t he ser ie s  w i l l 
open up dialogue among 
st udent s ,  addressing 
important issues such as 
gender and achievement 
gaps, what it means to 
be a man and how men 
should treat women.
Faulkner said they’re 
target ing the “on the 
fence” g uys t hrough 
spheres of infl uence. He 
and Eberly hope that 
through these spheres 
of influence, or friends 
o f  f r iend s ,  word  o f 
Lee Walker / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
In Tuesday night’s competition, contestants 




Students model latex 
dresses in annual event
Rebecca Johnson
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
the library and fi gured 
I better get down [to 
the bookstore]. If he 
hadn’t  been ta lk ing 
about it, I never would 
have known. An email 
from the university or 
the bookstore would’ve 
been nice.”
A c c o r d i n g  t o 
m a n a g e r  A n d y 
Shaffer, the bookstore 
sent not if icat ions to 
t he  u n i ver s i t y  a nd 
p er m a nent  s t udent 
a d d r e s s e s ,  a n d  i t 
c reated a  Facebook 
event . The nursing, 
bus iness  a nd soc ia l 
work schools were a 
few of those that sent 
emails to students, and 
athletes were informed 
as well.
“We expected most 
of the schools to send 
out not i f icat ions to 
s t u d e nt s ,”  S h a f f e r 
said. “We also created 
a Facebook event on 
our page and posted it 
on the registrar, and 
notes were also sent to 
permanent addresses. 
A lot of parents have 
come in w it h t hose 
cards today.”
Ja s m i ne  Jo h n s o n 
and Keisha Holmes 
a re  b ot h  rece i v i ng 
their master’s degrees 
i n  s o c i a l  w o r k  i n 
t h e  s p r i n g  a n d 
w e r e  s u r p r i s e d  s o 
many st udents were 
uninformed. Holmes 
received an email from 
the College of Social 
Work, while Johnson 
fou nd  out  t h rough 
friends and overheard 
conversations. 
“I heard by word-of-
mouth ,” Johnson said. 
“[Holmes] got an email 
from the social work 
school, but I didn’t. It 
was all word-of-mouth 
from my friends. An 
email or notif icat ion 
from Russell House or 
the university would’ve 
been appreciated.”
Robes were picked 
up and purchased at 
the same time so that 
preordering was not 
needed,  but  by  t he 
end of  t he  f a i r  t he 
bookstore had sold out 
of the most popular 
gown sizes and were 
h a nd i n g  out  o rder 
f o r m s  t o  a w a i t i n g 
students. According to 
Shaffer, the combined 
crowd from Monday 
and Tuesday was higher 
than average by about 
500 people, and the 
required quant it y of 
robes were not stocked 
in store.
“This isn’t the last 
grad fair, so there is 
no need for students 
to s t ress  or  pan ic ,” 
Shaffer said. “Our next 
fair will be after spring 
break on March 21 to 
22, and students can 
pick up and buy their 
graduation items then. 
We  nor m a l l y  h a v e 
about 1,200 students at 
a grad fair and these 
past t wo days we’ve 
h a d  1 , 8 0 0 ,  s o  t h e 
word has gotten out 
somehow. A lot of it is 
by word-of-mouth. ”
Ev e n  i f  s t u d e nt s 
were informed of the 
grad fa ir, they were 
not necessar i ly told 
they had to pay at the 
t ime of  pick up.  Joe 
Dibetta, a fourth-year 
account ing st udent , 
received a notification 
from the Darla Moore 
School of Business, but 
was not told he needed 
the money the day he 
picked up the items.
“We have to pay for 
it now?” Dibetta asked. 
“Great .  That would 
have been nice to know. 
They didn’t say that in 
the email I got. Just 
great.”
The Russell House 
B o o k s t o r e  w i l l  b e 
h o s t i n g  t h e  l a s t 
graduation fair March 
21 to 22, from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. for students 
w h o  s t i l l  n e e d  t o 
purchase graduat ion 
paraphernalia or pick 
up orders. 
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
FAIR ●  Cont. from 1
Selection varies by store.
don’t miss a pill
and you won’t miss a beat
online
carolina card
park in a reserved
before
pharmacy
w i l l  b e  u p d a t e d  o n 
t h e  C a r o l i n a  C o r e 
requirements on April 17 .
“We’re trying to move 
toward more standard 
w a y s  o f  s c h e d u l i n g 
advising sessions, more 
s t a nd a rd  c he c k l i s t s , 
so ever y st udent and 
a d v i s e r  t o u c h e s  o n 
important issues when 
t h e y  m e e t  a n d  t h e 
provost office providing 
m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
a b o u t  a d v i s e m e n t ,” 
Doerpinghaus said.
The revision process 
began in 2005, and the 
Carolina Core Committee 
was created in 2008 under 
former President Andrew 
Sorenson. In 2009 the 
Faculty Senate approved 
the core components and 
learning outcomes, and 
in 2010 the credit hours 
for each component were 
approved.  Current ly, 
124 courses have been 
proposed and ex ist at 
some level in the approval 
process, Rackers said.
“ Fac u l t y  me mb er s 
a r e  g i v i n g  t h e s e 
courses a t ru ly f resh 
look for the f irst t ime 
af ter a long period of 
t ime since the general 
educat ion curr iculum 
was last looked at at this 
university,” Rackers said. 
“We think that process is 
a very healthy one where 
faculty members have an 
opportunity to look at 
what they’ve been doing, 
to look at the new learning 
outcomes in the Core 
and to react accordingly 
so they feel that their 
course is modern and in 
keeping with the learning 
outcome s  t hat  we’re 
assessing in the core.” 
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
the series will spread 
throughout campus.
“We start with things 
t hat men want .  Men 
want women and men 
wa nt  i n f luence ,  a nd 
then it turns to wisdom, 
brotherhood and service. 
T hen t hey ’ l l  s ay  to 
themselves, ‘These aren’t 
things that I want; these 
are things that I need,’” 
Faulkner said. 
Faulkner and Eberly 
hope students will get 
more involved.
“ W e  d o n ’ t  h a v e 
enough role models to 
look up to,” said Patrick 
H ickey,  an a s s i s t ant 
professor in the College 
of Nursing and faculty 
principal of Capstone 
House.
H i c k e y  p r o u d l y 
introduced Pruitt as a 
well-educated individual 
who st udent s  in  t he 
audience should look up 
to.
“A s  I  g o  t h r ou g h 
these statistics tonight 
and share some of these 
stories, you will sit up 
proudly in your chair,” 
Pruitt said to the women 
in the audience. “You 
men will slump down 
in your chairs and lower 
your head. By the time 
I’m done you wil l be 
under your chairs.”
P r u i t t  e x p l a i n e d 
there is a general lack of 
engagement among men 
and they are more prone 
to poor choices. When 
Pruitt asked if there was 
a male crisis in society, 
about three-fourths of 
the audience raised its 
hands.
Among the startling 
stat ist ics,  61 percent 
o f  f e m a l e s  h a v e 
earned the total of all 
u n i ve r s i t y  deg r e e s , 
even though they only 
const itute 51 percent 
o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n . 
Furthermore, women 
between the ages of 21 
and 30 earn 117 percent 
of what a man earns. 
Other studies Pruitt 
read show differences 
i n  at t it ude  bet ween 
men and women. For 
instance, 35 percent of 
men ages 18 to 24 are 
opt imist ic about the 
future, compared to the 
46 percent of women.
Chase Mizzell, USC’s 
recently elected student 
body v ice president , 
attended the speech.
“Regardless of male 
or female, any series on 
leadership is awesome,” 
Mizzell said. “I’m excited 
to see where males can 
go, and I’m excited to 
see where the Carolina 
community can go as 
well.”
The next speech will 
address relat ionships 
b e t w e e n  m e n  a n d 
women. 
“We want to ra ise 
women’s expectations; 
we don’t want you guys 
settling, ever,” Faulkner 
said. 
CORE ●  Cont. from 1





Lee Walker / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
A Michael Jackson tribute dress was the fan favorite 
and the winner of the Project Condom competition.
out to audience members.
Hannah Kowalczyk, 
now a consultant for 
Project Condom and 
a staff member in the 
neurology unit at the 
School of Medicine, was 
a contestant of Project 
Condom season fi ve and a 
“top tix” contender.
“[We al l] have that 
one friend who’s shy, and 
if they come then they 
see that it’s OK and it’s 
acceptable to talk about 
sex,” Kowalczyk said. 
“We need to talk more 
about [safe sex].”
For many, the best part 
of the show is the condom 
creat ions modeled on 
stage. Styled in a variety 
of colors and numerous 
fashions, each piece was 
designed to promote 
different aspects of sexual 
health, such as pregnancy 
or STI prevention, birth 
control rights and taking 
charge of one’s personal 
sex life.
E v e r y  p i e c e  w a s 
made of condoms, some 
glittered, spray-painted 
and inflated to enhance 
each des ig n.  Even a 
Marilyn Monroe look-
alike graced the runway, 
along with a bride and a 
fairy godmother. 
A total of 13 teams 
graced the runway, but 
audience text-voting and 
decisions of the judges 
narrowed those down 
to the top six. The final 
contestant s  included 
creations by the Bisexual, 
Gay, Lesbian and Straight 
Alliance and the Feminist 
Major it y  Leadersh ip 
Alliance. After answering 
questions from the panel, 
the winners were left in 
limbo while the judges 
deliberated.
A lph a  Ph i  O meg a 
and its Michael Jackson 
tribute took first place, 
followed by the Mock 
Tr i a l  t e a m w it h  i t s 
chained creation and the 
Love Story team with 
its condom fairy. The 
audience-voted favorite 
was Alpha Phi Omega.
Guerra was a l ively 
and charismatic judge 
who spoke about his own 
experiences with sexual 
abuse and struggle with 
his secret of having HIV. 
Guerra told the audience 
about coming forth with 
his disease on the reality 
show “Project Runway.”
“We all hold secrets ... 
we build walls to protect 
ourselves and do not 
realize they are the same 
walls that keep people 
out,” he said. 
A f ter reveal ing h is 
HIV positivity, Guerra 
says he is finally living 
his life in total happiness, 
surrounded by those he 
loves.
“ T h e  t h i n g  t o 
remember is always be 
honest with yourself ... 
and to know that you have 
a gift and to continue to 
believe in it,” Mondo said. 
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
CONDOM  ●   Cont. from 1
carolinadiningusc
This week’s Chef Al winner was 
Karson Leperi!
Be on the lookout every
Monday for Chef Al’s next giveaway.
Want to know where he’ll be? 
Like Carolina Dining on Facebook!
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CORRECTIONS
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let 
us know about it. Email sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will 
print the correction in our next issue.
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
V iew poi nt s  page i s  to s t imu late 
discussion in the University of South 
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected 
to provide logical arguments to back 
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters to 
the editor, guest columns and feedback 
on dailygamecock.com.
L e t t e r s  a n d  g u e s t  c o l u m n s 
should be submit ted v ia emai l to 
ga mecocked itor @sc .edu.  Let ter s 
must be 200 to 300 words in length 
and include the author’s name, year in 
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
columns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name 
and position. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length 
and clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of The Daily Gamecock and must 
conform to the legal standards of USC 
Student Media.
IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Nobel Prize nomination highlights morality
Soldier charged in leaks receives 
nomination, deserves credit
























a role model 
position simply 
cannot afford to 
act brashly or 
criminally when 
children look 
to them as role 
models in today’s 
society.”
Student-athlete crimes 
poorly refl ect campus
Kid Rock backs 
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Wik iLeaks seems to terr i f y governments 
everywhere. When WikiLeaks brought ACTA 
to the world’s attention, ACTA offi cials turned to 
abolish WikiLeaks as their platform when lobbying 
for support in Mexico. A more recent leak may be the 
perfect example of why the U.S. signed off on ACTA, 
which attempts to stif le hidden information from 
leaking to the public view by shutting down sites 
like WikiLeaks.  In 2010  U.S. Army private Bradley 
Manning leaked hundreds of thousands of U.S. 
Army documents, most pertaining to operations in 
Iraq, and tens of thousands pertaining to operations 
in Afghanistan, including video footage that depicts 
U.S. troops killing a journalist in Iraq, a video which 
the U.S. government had tried to conceal.  
Private Manning is currently in jail in Kuwait 
under 22 dif ferent charges pertaining to the 
information he leaked.  
True to form though, even while behind bars, 
Manning continues to leak information to the 
public. This time it was announcing that he has been 
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize for his actions. 
231 nominations are in for the 2012 
Nobel Peace Prize. While the list of 
nominees isn’t public, the nominees 
can release the information if they so 
choose. 
The question here is whether the 
actions private Manning took were 
morally correct, even if they were 
technically against the law. 
Defense lawyers said Manning was 
“emotionally troubled and shouldn’t 
have had access to classifi ed material, 
nor have been sent to Iraq for a tour of duty.”  That’s 
all well and good to say after the fact, but he did 
have that access, and that’s how the information got 
released. If they were aware of his mental instability, 
he should have been given help or at least another 
job that didn’t put him in the path of that much 
confi dential information.
The stories that got released were all classifi ed, and 
for good a reason. Obviously, the U.S. wouldn’t be 
able to garner support on the war front if everyone 
knew they were brutally killing journalists. The 
U.S. was committing crimes of war and not being 
held accountable for it. It seems rather hypocritical 
after all the contracts and treaties and documents 
throughout history our leaders have signed to fi ght 
against just that. 
Whatever the U.S. does funded by taxpayer money 
and involving government employees — in this case 
government offi cials and soldiers — should be public 
information. Manning is still at fault, but not from a 
moral standpoint. He got caught in all the documents 
he signed, pledging secrecy and stating he would 
keep the information to himself. But the people 
deserve to know what’s really happening in this war. 
It’s questionable whether his actions are enough 
to deserve a Nobel Peace Prize, but the fact that he’s 
being recognized and considered by a national board 
rather than just U.S. law and opinion is reassuring. 
 The Supreme Court has agreed 
to hear an affirmative action case, 
highlighting a contentious issue that 
has attracted controversy since it 
became law in the 1960s. 
Fisher v. University of Texas at 
Austin  is set to question if the admission 
policies, which “grant 
preferences to students 
of cer ta in races and 
ethnic backgrounds,” 
are v iolat ions of the 
14th Amendment . The 
trial, which won’t be 
heard until the fall, will 
be the court’s fi rst look 
at af f irmat ive act ion 
in h igher educat ion 
since its 2003 decision 
supporting the use of 
race as a factor in admission decisions. 
This specifi c challenge stems from 
the adjustments made to the University 
of Texas’ “top 10 percent” policy. 
The original procedure guaranteed 
admission to ever y student who 
graduated in the 90th percentile of a 
Texas high school, regardless of race 
or any other aspect. But after a 2003 
Supreme Court ruling that upheld 
the use of affirmative action at the 
University of Michigan, UT altered 
its admission process and now takes 
race into consideration when deciding 
who to accept out of the remaining 
25 percent of students that do not fall 
under the top 10 percent policy. 
The plaintiff Abigail Fisher is suing 
on the grounds that although she 
did not place in the top 10 percent 
of her graduating class, her tests and 
grades “exceeded those of many of the 
admitted minority candidates.” 
However, UT President Bill Powers 
is standing by his school’s admission 
process, saying in a statement, “The 
university is firmly committed to a 
holist ic admissions policy that is 
narrowly tai lored to achieve the 
educat ional benef its of a diverse 
student body.” 
Racial equilibrium has become the 
goal in a country whose past has taught 
it to rightly fear homogeneity. But 
atonement for the deplorable decisions 
of past generations have begun to 
negatively affect individuals, whose 
parents were not even alive during the 
Jim Crow era. 
The government must instead work 
to alleviate the burden of poverty that 
manifested from years of injustice 
to avoid punishing those who were 
not involved. Richard Kahlenberg, a 
scholar at the Century Foundation 
(a nonprofit public policy research 
institution), suggests that campuses 
“redirect their [affirmative action] 
ef forts to focus on economically 
disadvantaged students of all races.” 
While everyone deserves to have 
the same opportunities to succeed, 
meritocracy should be mandatory in 
fi nal acceptance decisions. The focus 
should be placed on improving the 
educat ion system in low-income, 
minority areas so that there is no 
correlation between inadequacy and 
race in future student populations.
The injustices of the past should 
never be forgotten and can never be 
excused, but true racial equality cannot 
be achieved by continuing to mandate 
unequal treatment based on race. As 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
John Roberts stated in 2007, “The way 
to stop discrimination on the basis of 
race is to stop discriminating on the 
basis of race.” 
Making a seemingly bizarre 
request, Republican presidential 
candidate Mitt Romney insisted 
country and rock singer Kid 
Rock play at his closing campaign 
convention Monday. 
K id Rock was or ig ina l ly 
dismissive, although he allowed 
Romney to use his song “Born 
Free” at all of his campaign events. 
The singer was adamant about 
f i r s t  s p e a k i n g 
with Romney in 
p e r s o n  b e f o r e 
h e  c o m m i t t e d 
to perform at his 
rally. 
Romney, set on 
having the singer 
perform, went to 
Kid Rock’s home 
i n  C l a r k s t o n , 
Mich., in order to 
convince him to be 
a part of his closing ceremonies. 
“He put a piece of paper 
in front of me,” Romney said, 
according to The New York 
Times. “He’d written down some 
questions for me. First of all, 
he said, ‘Mitt, if you’re elected 
president, will you help me help 
the state of Michigan?’ And I said 
I would.” 
Romney secured the singer’s 
performance, and Kid Rock 
performed in front of 1,000 
people at the Royal Oak Music 
Theatre, where Romney called 
him “a son of Detroit,” “a friend” 
and “a guy who makes great 
music.” 
I have never thought of Kid 
Rock as a musical genius, but I 
have always respected his strange 
hybrid of rock and country. 
Agreeing to perform for a 
candidate who was originally 
against the automobile industry 
bailout, however, has lowered my 
opinion of the singer.  Romney’s 
overall dismissal of the poor and 
working class should have been 
enough for Kid Rock to decline 
the candidate’s offer, as much of 
his music appeals to the lower 
classes. 
In the past two months, far too many 
student-athletes have found themselves with 
their hands tied and no way out. This week’s 
arrest of a football player highlights what 
appears to be a growing issue within student 
athletics. 
W i t h 
g r e a t  s u c c e s s 
c o m e s  g r e a t 
responsibi l it y, 
but it also comes 
with a tendency 
to have a  big-
shot, above-the-
l aw  ment a l i t y 
that of ten gets 
you into trouble. 
This appears to 
be t he case in 
many incidents 
with some of the 
more successful 
teams on campus, 
notably our 11-win football team and two-
time national champion baseball team.
While some charges certainly carry a 
more heavy, saddening story, others are 
rather petty and simply cases of “kids being 
kids.” Unfortunately, being on a successful 
team in a state that has no professional teams 
leaves USC’s student-athletes as the role 
models for the younger generation in our 
state. Athletes in a role model position simply 
cannot afford to act brashly or criminally 
when children look to them as role models in 
today’s society.
W hile we’re certainly proud of our 
athletes for their great successes and their 
work as ambassadors for the University of 
South Carolina, we can’t emphasize enough 
that this does not allow them to act within 
a different set of rules than the rest of us. 
A mentality like that will simply ref lect 
poorly on our campus and the good that our 
athletes are able to do for the community. 
“Walk softly and carry a big stick” is a 
mantra many of our student-athletes would 
be prudent to follow. Proper behavior should 
never be sacrifi ced for success on the fi eld, 
and we hope the athletics department takes 
that to heart.  
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To pay or not to pay?
Many of us ponder this very question when outside 
the unopened doors of our favorite concert venues. 
The bouncer stands guard like the great Sphinx of 
Thebes, palm outstretched with not even the slightest 
hint of a smile playing at his lips. 
Digging deep into your pockets, your hand 
resurfaces with only a few crumpled dollar bills. As 
you’re motioned to step aside, one thing becomes clear: 
This is one show you won’t be seeing. Why? Because 
you couldn’t front the $5 cover.
At-the-door fees, or “cover charges,” are becoming 
commonplace at a number of bars and music venues, 
not only in Columbia but also in other music-driven 
cities like Charleston, S.C., and Asheville, N.C. 
Locally, price ranges for popular venues that attract 
both national headliners and independent musicians 
vary, depending on the venue’s size, location and, of 
course, the popularity of the act. 
The New Brookland Tavern in West Columbia has 
been known to charge upward of $10, not to mention 
an occasional extra $2 or $3 tacked on to cover the cost 
of alcohol for the under-21 crowd. 
Other venues, like the Vista’s Tin Roof, offer free, 
live music during the week and try to stick to an 
even $5 cover charge after 10 p.m. for the majority of 
weekend shows. Still, others, like the Five Points Pub, 
have a sliding cover charge scale; sometimes the fee 
runs at $6, sometimes $8. 
Of course, fees l ike these are becoming an 
inconvenience for plenty of regulars and those self-
described “just there for the music” fans. But how 
many of us actually know what cover charges are for? 
According to “live music joint” Tin Roof co-owner 
Bob Franklin, all of that door money isn’t used to 
funnel exorbitant amounts of money into the business 
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Cover charges divide Columbia concert venues
Tin Roof, New Brookland 
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The Vista’s Tin Roof on Senate Street offers free live music performances during the week but charges on weekends.
El Mundo de
His jet-black hair is suavely slicked to the side, 
wearing a pea green oxford buttoned up to a 
brown- and navy-striped bow tie. Thick-framed 
tortoise shell glasses with red accents box his kind 
eyes, and a silver septum ring is slyly tucked out 
of sight.
He carefully folds the corners of a napkin as 
he explains the complete ecstasy and release of 
emotion behind his painful piercing, the lack of 
room service at Greenville’s Fairfi eld Inn and his 
love for “Fashion Police,” a good glass of wine and 
“Dance Moms.” 
The 34-year-old fashionisto turned “Project 
Runway” all-star and HIV/AIDS advocate is 
Mondo Guerra. And, in his commitment to 
“continue the conversation” surrounding the 
epidemic, the Lifetime star guest-judged Carolina 
Productions’ fi fth year of Project Condom at USC 
Tuesday night. 
“Whether you’re infected or not infected, 
we all know somebody that’s struggling with 
it. We’re fi ghting the real disease, which is the 
stigma associated with HIV/AIDS ,” Guerra 
said. “And beyond that, in South Carolina, 
in the community, in Columbia. Columbia is 
disproportionately affected by new infections, 
and it’s really important for me to come to a place 
where it’s such a concentrated struggle.”
Known for his short-shorts , bold prints and 
bright colors, Guerra first shared his struggle 
with HIV during the eighth season of “Project 
Runway,” where he went on to take second place. 
It was the HP and Intel pattern-making challenge, 
and Guerra was asked to fi nd his inspiration in 
images from his childhood, one he said “wasn’t 
very happy.”
After crafting a crowning pair of fuchsia, yellow 
and black high-waisted trousers — covered in plus 
signs — Guerra, for the fi rst time in his 10-year 
struggle with the disease, shared his story. But, it 
wasn’t without hesitation.
“After hearing everyone’s inspiration on the 
runway I told myself, ‘Wow, they’re really wearing 
their hearts on their sleeves and being honest with 
where they drew this design from — where they 
really pulled from to make this design come to 
life.’ And I just lied about it,” Guerra said. 
After a quick backstage confession with Nina 
Garcia, a Colombian fashion journalist and 
“Project Runway” judge, Guerra faced his reality 
and what has become the moment of freedom and 
pivotal point in his far-reaching career.
“I felt physically lighter, emotionally lighter — it 
happened very organically,” Guerra said. “I focus 
on something, I want to achieve something and 
all I wanted to do that day was win the challenge. 
But that day, I won so much more. I won my 
family back, I won my life back, I won my honesty 
Mondo
  It doesn’t 
have to be 
a death 
sentence; 








Lifetime ‘Runway’ fi nalist fi ghts 
HIV/AIDS through fashion as 





“Fashion breaks my heart.”
— Kanye West 
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and I gained so much support from 
people around the world. It made me 
take responsibility and live with this 
disease, not only for myself, but for so 
many other people.”
That one challenge, that one runway 
is what has changed it all for Guerra. 
He’s moved from being “HIV positive” 
to “living with HIV ,” with all of the 
same responsibilities and complexities 
of a relationship. He’s regained his fi re, 
passion and personal fame.
“I eat, live, breathe creativity, and I’ve 
done that since I was a kid. It’s always 
been my kind of escape: creativity. But, 
when I was diagnosed HIV positive, I 
really shut down, and over the course 
of the years, fell further and further 
away from who I was as a person — to 
the point where I was forgetting my 
goals,” Guerra said. “My goals: being 
a successful designer, having children, 
writing a score for a fi lm. I was really 
letting the disease define who I was. 
I wasn’t taking responsibility for it; 
therefore, I was lying about it.”
Now, in the t rue semblance of 
himself, Guerra has become an advocate 
with an inspiring passion for fashion 
— with all the cliché of the statement 
intended. He’s over-the-top, vibrant 
and daring. He’s polished and put-
together , but known for his color wheel 
— so fabulously refl ected in his Project 
Condom getup, classily topped with a 
navy blue blazer.
W hen  d id  t he  Denver -b or n  , 
Mexican-American designer take this 
road toward the creative, mismatched 
and unchartered? 
“ W h e n  I  w a s  h e l d  b a c k  i n 
kindergarten,” Guerra said.
His parents and teachers thought 
he was autistic, and he began taking 
special education classes. He had no 
motor skills, and in his struggle, his 
therapist would blindfold him and have 
him identify objects in brown paper 
bags — and not only the object, but also 
the obviously unseeable color.
And, there was music. The piano in 
particular.
“I would write music and make 
patterns in my head about not only how 
the keys would go in and out, but how 
the sounds would go in and out and mix 
in with each other,” Guerra said. “It 
really translated into my next creative 
endeavor, which was fashion.”
Fashion: creativity in practice — by 
the designer, model, boutique and 
student on the street. Guerra’s growing 
career in the hyper-competitive fi eld has 
been built on “Project Runway,” both 
in season eight and on the current all-
stars competition. His creative process 
has been whittled down to daylong 
challenges.
“I’ve learned a lot about myself — it’s 
really stretched me to believe in what I 
am able to accomplish, not only under 
time constraints, but in life and in my 
artistic work. I also understand that 
I have a story, and I’m special and I 
can be accepted for who I am and what 
my point of view is,” Guerra said. “On 
the f lip side, everybody comes from 
somewhere different backgrounds, 
everybody has a story, everybody hurts 
and everybody struggles. But, as long as 
you’re honest with yourself, things will 
always work out.”
Guerra has now partnered up with 
“Project Runway” contestant Jack 
Mackenroth in “Living Positive By 
Design,” a campaign to transform the 
patient experience with HIV/AIDS. 
“The message is real ly simple: 
Continue to have a positive outlook 
on life while you’re working with your 
doctors,” Guerra said. “And, that’s 
something I really forgot to do. I wasn’t 
taking responsibility to check in with 
my doctor, to take my meds, to follow 
up.”
In “continuing the conversation” and 
taking his knack for the crazy, creative 
and classy of fashion — through events 
like Project Condom — Guerra hopes 
to lighten the mood surrounding HIV/
AIDS. 
“It doesn’t have to be a death sentence; 
it can be celebrated and presented in a 
different light,” Guerra said. “It doesn’t 
have to be such a sad thing — we always 
hear these statistics and stories of people 
passing away — but we can have some 
fun with it, too.” 
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itself, but rather to offset the various 
costs of live music performances. 
Factors like sound engineers, music 
copyright license fees, equipment and 
the musicians themselves all play a 
huge role in determining a fair door 
charge for fans.
“Live music is much more expensive 
than DJs , house music or having no 
entertainment at all,” Franklin said. 
“We have musicians traveling to 
Columbia from all over the Southeast 
and need to pay them a fair rate, and we 
can’t earn enough in food and beverage 
revenue to cover that extra cost.” 
Franklin went on to say that this 
“extra cost” of live music can often 
exceed $250,000 a year at Tin Roof, 
with cover charges accounting for only 
a small portion of this figure. Any 
leftover expenses are taken from the 
joint’s food and beverage earnings, 
which Franklin said can often put 
them at a disadvantage to other bars 
and restaurants.
“A bar or rest aurant w it hout 
entertainment still charges the same 
for food, beer and liquor, but doesn’t 
have the extra cost of paying live 
bands,” Franklin said, “which is why 
they don’t need a cover.”
Five Points Pub talent buyer Vance 
McNabb said the Dev ine Street 
establishment uses a similar model 
when determining a cover, allotting 
funds to pay for sound, light and 
performers for that particular evening. 
Even t hen, t hose pay ments are 
completely compensated in only a few 
instances.
“When those expenses are ‘covered,’ 
hence the name of the charge, then the 
promoter would make a percentage for 
putting on the event and the artists 
get the other part of that percentage,” 
McNabb said.
But, there are several live music 
venues in Columbia that beg to differ 
with Franklin’s perspective. At the 
other end of the spectrum is Rolling 
Stone Bar owner Jimmy Phillips, a 
long-time advocate of the Columbia 
music scene. Phillips agrees that the 
venue and fans alone cannot sustain the 
major expenses incurred by live music 
endeavors, staunchly claiming that the 
Rolling Stone is not a music venue (at 
least in the classical sense). However, 
he views the current charging model as 
“problematic.”
“There is a major f law in the 
business model for the so-called ‘music 
venues,’” Phillips said. “Traditional 
‘dedicated music venues’ are typically 
concert halls. Customers show up only 
when they know who is playing and 
are willing to pay the $5 to $15 to see 
them. It’s like a movie theater that you 
only go to for the movie.”
Phillips said he believes the cover 
system makes it difficult to attract 
new customers and instead acts 
as a deterrent for 90 percent of the 
population who could contribute to 
the venue in other ways. This loss 
ultimately trickles down to the artists, 
who lose not only monetary assets, 
but also the ult imate foundat ion 
for success: a fan base. In essence, 
charging covers has an adverse effect 
on the venue and the artist; on one 
hand the businesses sacrifi ces an infl ux 
of customers, and on the other the 
artist is deprived of valuable face time 
with new fans.
“Shows at local venues should not be 
seen as an opportunity to make money 
but as a platform to perform, promote 
and sell CDs and downloads,” Phillips 
said. He does not charge for any of the 
Stone’s shows. “If everyone understood 
this, I think the music scene in this 
town would explode, and inevitably a 
few lucky bands might actually make 
it big.”
A lt hough t hei r  v iews may be 
confl icting, one element remains the 
same for these venues: It’s all about the 
music. Door charge or not, Columbia’s 
mu s ic  m ae s t ro s  w i l l  cont i nue 
striving to bring fans the best live 
entertainment possible. But, Franklin 
said the key to keeping the music on 
tap is reaching fans that bristle at the 
thought of paying an extra $5. 
“We love live music and love to 
support musicians with paying gigs 
they can count on. The customers 
that real ly appreciate l ive music 
generally have no issues with paying 
a cover to support l ive music in 
Columbia,” Franklin said. “We just 
need to reach the customers who think 
they’re getting gouged and may not 
understand the true economics of 
hosting live music several nights per 
week.”
Phillips echoed this same idea, 
claiming that live music is a “luxury” 
we are all fortunate to experience. 
“Live music makes any event more 
interesting. It’s live entertainment, 
and it’s a thousand times cooler than 
listening to a playlist feed from an 
iPod.” 
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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HOUSING
4 BR/2 BA house 
4BR/2BA house located 
near campus and Vista.  Full 
appliances, phone/cable in 
all rooms.  Great for 4 college 
students.  $1,500/mth.  
Available 7/1/12.
Email hank@burrisslaw.com
5 BED 3 FULL BA. COMPLETELY 
REMODELED, GRANITE, 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, TILE, 2 
FP,ON CORNER LOT. FOR RENT  
$2,450 OR FOR SALE  $278,500. 
803-600-4377.
SF seeks Female to share 3bd/1ba 
in Forest Acres. $350/mo. Call 
803-466-8149
OPPORTUNITIES
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No 
Experience Nec.Training  Available. 
800-965-6520 Ext253
EMPLOYMENT
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
Maine camp needs fun loving 
counselors tgo teach all land, 
adventure & water sports. Great 
summer! Call (888)4844-8080 
apply: campcedar.com
Make $200 a day sending emails 
tinyurl.com/PayDaySystem 
Student Assistant
Student Media is looking for 
someone who has work study.  
Duties include answering phones, 
making copies, data entry, 
preparing mail outs, handling 
incoming and outgoing mail, filing 
and other duties as assigned.  
Hours are between 9:30 and 3:00 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
To apply please call Kristine Capps 
at 777-7866.
EMPLOYMENT
Make this summer different!!
The YMCA of Columbia is on the
hunt for AMAZING staff to
mentor campers at our 4 day  
camp locations. If interested 
check out the Careers section 
at www.columbiaymca.org!
Experienced Personal Trainers 
Needed
Located a mile from campus.  PT 





$189 for 5-Days. All prices 
include: Round-trip luxury party 
cruise. Accommodations on 
the island at your choice of 13 
resorts. Appalachia Travel. www.
BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018
SERVICES




We are a married couple who 
would like to adopt a baby. If you 
are pregnant and considering an 
adoption plan, or know someone, 
please call toll free 888-350-1366 
or visit www.we-are-adopting.com 
MISC
Wanted: Used Double Horn




Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available 
for addt’l cost
Noon, 1 business day 
prior to publication
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30 
characters
LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line
p
           1. there once was 
a  time when all “gay” meant 
was “happy.” then it meant 
“homosexual.” now, people 
are saying “that’s so gay” 
to mean dumb and stupid. 
which is pretty insulting 
to gay people (and we don’t 
mean the “happy” people). 






3 p.m. / 6 p.m. / 8 p.m., 
$6.50 students / 
$7.50 general
Nickelodeon Theatre, 
937 Main St. 
“COMEDY IS YOUR FRIEND” 
(STAND-UP COMEDY) 
9 p.m., $3
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St. 
LEAP YEAR PARTY 
9 p.m., free




SENT BY RAVENS, OBRASKAI, 
PUBLIC RADIO 
7 p.m., $10
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St. 
THE HEAVY PETS 
8 p.m., $8 in advance / 
$10 day of show
5 Points Pub, 2020 Devine St.  
ACROSS
1 Trojan Horse, for
example







































63 Scott of “Charles
in Charge”
64 Mosque offi cial
65 Group helping
the sheriff
























12 Go on to say






25 Like the Marx
Brothers
26 Corrosive stuff
27 Have a bite
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$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
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a g a i n s t  C h a r l e s t o n 
Southern was a case of 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
for the South Carolina 
Gamecocks. 
Tue s d ay  s aw  w h at 
looked like two completely 
different teams playing 
back to back. In Game 1 
the Gamecocks were held 
to two hits and were shut 
out by the Buccaneers 2-0. 
Then in Game 2, South 
Carolina beat Charleston 
Southern 11-2 . 
Charleston Southern 
came into Game 1 never 
having won a game in 
Columbia before. That 
didn’t matter to Buccaneer 
pitcher Morgan Dowdy, 
who pitched a complete 
game allowing only two 
hits and fanning nine 
Gamecocks. 
“It was all about the 
quality at-bats we were 
taking,” said head coach 
Beverly Smith. “We had 
nine in the fi rst game and 
20 in the second. There 
was a huge difference in 
the pitches we swung at 
and the mentality we took 
between the two games.”
A s  a  t e a m ,  S o u t h 
Carolina went 2-for-24 
in Game 1, which was its 
worst of the season. 
“ T h e  f i r s t  g a m e 
shouldn’t have happened,” 
said senior third baseman 
Evan Childs. “We were 
timid the fi rst game. We 
let a lot of pitches go and 
chasing what she was 
giving us. We need to 
have our at-bats, not the 
other teams.”
Kierstyn White pitched 
al l seven innings and 
allowing two runs on fi ve 
hits. Without any run 
support, White registered 
her t h i rd loss  of  t he 
season.
The third inning of 
Game 1 looked hopeful 
when Garcia hit a double 
to lead off the inning. A sac 
bunt by Lackey, a single 
by Kaitlin Westfall and a 
walk by Childs to load the 
bases followed Garcia’s 
leadoff double. However, 
Dowdy proved why she 
was the Buccaneers’ ace 
by grounding out the next 
two batters to escape the 
inning.
“Our team is real ly 
good at fighting back,” 
r ight-f ielder  Chelsea 
Hawkins. “We’re a team 
if we are down by one run; 
we always keep the fi ght in 
us and we always keep our 
heart in the game.”
G a m e  2  w a s  a 
different ball game for 
South Carolina. With 
u n d e f e a t e d  s t a r t e r 
Katelynn Howser in the 
circle and a new team 
mentality, the Gamecocks 
were ready to forget 
what had taken place just 
minutes earlier.
South Carolina didn’t 
waste time putting runs 
on the board in Game 2. 
Garcia and Lackey got 
on base with consecutive 
s ingles  before  Sout h 
Carolina’s biggest inning 
got underway. Childs 
singled up the middle to 
bring in Garcia. Dana 
Hathorn then brought in 
Lackey with an infi eld hit, 
and Hawkins finished it 
all off with a double into 
right to bring in Childs 
and Westfall to put South 
Carolina up 4-0 after one 
inning of play.
“We just got real ly 
mad,” Childs said. “In our 
team huddle, coach told 
us to put a fi re under our 
butt, and we corrected 
things in the cage and had 
the right mentality when 
we came back out. 
South Carolina didn’t 
look back after the first 
inning of Game 2. The 
Gamecocks scored at least 
two runs in every inning 
until the eight-run rule 
was called in the fi fth. In 
the second inning, Garcia 
led off the inning with 
her third home run of the 
season. Childs brought in 
Lackey with a sac fl y and 
Garcia also extended her 
hitting streak to 14 games 
this season. The third saw 
another lead off home run, 
this t ime by Hawkins. 
After Westfall was walked, 
Molly Brossart hit a two-
run homer to put South 
Carolina up 9-1.
“We came prepared 
in the second game,” 
H a w k i n s  s a i d .  “ We 
attacked more fi rst pitches 
and just attacked more 
overal l  in the second 
game.”
USC responded to the 
Buccaneers’ lone fourth-
inning run with a two-run 
homer by Childs. Childs 
had a team-high four RBIs 
in Game 2 alone. 
D e f e n s i v e l y ,  t h e 
Gamecocks committed 
no errors and were led by 
Howser’s fourth win of 
the season. The freshman 
has yet to lose a game, but 
still continues to struggle 
with her control, as she 
has walked 24 batters so 
far this season.
“She needs to have the 
confi dence in her pitches 
to get ahead in the count,” 
Smith said. “She needs to 
attack the plate because 
we have proven when 
batter hits the ball we 
can fi eld it, but you can’t 
defend walks. So, we have 
got to get better at making 
these other teams earn it 
and not put them on for 
free.” 
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USC bounces back in doubleheader against Charleston Southern
Softball beats 
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After losing Game 1 of its doubleheader against 
Charleston Southern, USC rebounded with an 11-2 win.
Follow Us!
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APPLICATION PROCESS
know a hero?
we’re not talking about 
somebody in a cape. 
we’re talking about somebody who 
stood up, spoke up, took charge or 
helped out in a s cky situa on, 
large or small, 
that really meant a lot to you. 
nominate them at 
www.sa.sc.edu/shs/savip/hero 
we’ll recognize them at the 
Hero Awards Banquet March 21 at 9 a.m. 




When South Carolina 
shortstop Joey Pankake 
w o k e  u p  Tu e s d a y 
morn ing, he k new it 
was going to be a good 
day, though he probably 
couldn’t have predicated 
how sweetly it would end.
“I got to go get me 
some free pancakes today 
at IHOP ,” Pankake said. 
“That was great and 
pretty fun. I always do 
that back home in Easley; 
I have for the past few 
years. I started the day 
off nice.” 
The freshman, who 
hears his fair share of 
jokes regarding his last 
name, didn’t waff le on 
National Pancake Day , 
as he fl ipped a home run 
into the visiting bullpen 
to give the Gamecocks 
a one-run lead to push 
them to a 2-1 win over 
Presbyterian College. 
The home run marked 
Pankake’s f irst of the 
season and his fi rst RBI, 
coming on a night when 
PC pitcher Beau Dees 
had most of the USC 
hitters falling fl at. Dees 
pitched 7.1 innings, 
having just four hits and 
two earned runs, while 
striking out fi ve. 
“ H e  w a s  k e e p i n g 
us off balance, and we 
hadn’t had many hits 
fall,” Pankake said. “I 
was just trying to put the 
bat to the ball and put 
something in play and get 
something started — it 
just happened to go out.”
T h e  G a m e c o c k s 
were aided by their own 
pitching staf f,  which 
held Presbyterian to fi ve 
hits and just one run, 
despite a shaky start. 
USC coach Ray Tanner 
started freshman Jordan 
M o n t g o m e r y ,  w h o 
surrendered the lone run 
in the top of the fi rst after 
a leadoff single and then a 
hit-by-pitch. 
“I always get nervous 
before I pitch just because 
of the fact that anything 
can happen, and you want 
to do good,” Montgomery 
sa id .  “That  happens 
before every game, but I 
just kind of tried to think 
about it just like every 
game I pitched in and had 
the same approach.”
M o n t g o m e r y  w a s 
pul led af ter pitch ing 
four innings with the 
score tied, making left-
hander Nolan Belcher the 
winning pitcher for the 
fi rst time since 2010 after 
missing last season due to 
an elbow injury. Belcher, 
r i g ht-h a nder  Et h a n 
Carter and lefty Tyler 
Webb went on to hold the 
Blue Hose scoreless.
“Baseba l l  i s  a  f u n 
game,” Belcher said. “It’s 
fun pitching, so I’m glad 
to be back out there. I was 
just trying to come out 
of the bullpen in a tight 
game and throw strikes 
and stay ahead — let my 
defense work for me.”
Though pitching has 
been a strength for the 
G a mecock s ,  Ta n ner 
i s  s t i l l  l o ok i n g  f o r 
consistency behind the 
plate, as he mixed up the 
batters for the midweek 
matchup, mov ing TJ 
Costen to second base, 
Brison Celek to fi rst until 
the fi fth and putting Erik 
Payne in the designated 
hitter spot.
“You’ve got to figure 
out as the season goes 
along who you can call 
on at different times,” 
Tanner said. “They’re 
not starters for us, but 
they got a chance to start 
today. They didn’t do a 
whole lot, but I wanted to 
give them an opportunity 
to get in there.”
Tanner is still unsure 
of whom he will put at 
second base ,  a s  he’s 
started three different 
players there in the past 
four games,  but he’s 
happy with how the other 
half of the midfield has 
progressed in the short 
season. Tanner hasn’t 
been su r pr i sed w it h 
Pankake’s quick fl ip, even 
after struggling at the 
plate through the spring 
preseason and in the 
first series because he’s 
turning into the well-
rounded player Tanner 
recruited.
“He’s a young guy, 
so he probably wasn’t 
as comfortable in the 
[ V i r g i n i a  M i l i t a r y 
Inst itute] series as he 
should’ve been, but he’s 
star t ing to get more 
comfor t able  a s  t ime 
goes,” Tanner said. “He’s 
start ing to recognize 
things that happen during 
a game, and he does seem 
to be playing a little bit 
more relaxed.”
Pankake said he got 
rid of the jitters after the 
VMI series, as it helped 
him to get his fi rst error 
out of the way in the fi rst 
series. Naturally, he found 
himself comfortable at the 
plate on a holiday where 
his namesake is celebrated 
for being devoured on an 
entirely different kind of 
plate. 
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Malik Cooke doesn’t know 
what his react ion wil l be 
tonight, as he takes the court 
for the last time at Colonial 
Life Arena. 
“Senior Night for me was 
a long time ago back in high 
school,” Cooke said. “I’m 
sure I’ll think back on it, but 
it probably won’t hit me until 
after the game.” 
Though t he memor ie s 
haven’t been all good for 
South Carolina’s lone senior, 
who t ransferred in 2008 
from Nevada, he’ll look to 
win h is last home game, 
as the Gamecocks take on 
Mississippi State. 
C o oke  h ad  to  s i t  out 
his f irst season because of 
NCAA transfer rules, but his 
two seasons playing for the 
Gamecocks have been up-
and-down. No game sticks 
out in particular for Cooke, 
as he’ll remember both the 
good and the bad.
“I hope I don’t have any 
regrets when I look back,” 
Cooke said. “I hope I did 
everything I could to try to 
be the best I could everyday.”
Cooke sa id he enjoyed 
his time at South Carolina 
and that it was ult imately 
a good decision to transfer 
f rom Nevada and return 
closer to his Charlotte home, 
though Nevada was a good 
experience.
For USC coach Darrin 
Horn, hav ing Cooke has 
added  con s i s t enc y  to  a 
team that has been largely 
inconsistent . Cooke sa id 
that the thing that he hopes 
teammates learn from him 
is that with hard work, they 
can help their team because 
they have ability that can be 
developed.
“We’ve been in every game, 
played wel l in spots, but 
that’s the difference between 
maturit y and immaturit y 
— that consistency,” Horn 
said. “As a fi fth-year senior, 
he has that. His approach or 
his play or being very vocal 
in his leadership qualities, 
he’s been very consistent in 
that, like you’d expect from 
a veteran.”
Though Cooke sa id it 
would mean a lot for him to 
get the win, as does any win 
in a season where they’ve 
been few and far between, 
Horn said that fi nishing the 
season with two wins would 
do a lot to satisfy critics and 
frustrated fans, though the 
focus st ill remains on the 
team.
Despite not gett ing the 
nu mber  of  w i n s  he  had 
hoped for, Horn attributes 
the competitive nature of the 
team to Cooke’s maturity, 
as they’ve been able to stay 
close in games.
“I think that’s one of the 
reasons you see a team that’s 
got two wins in league play 
come out and continue to 
play hard and compete,” 
Horn said. “We put ourselves 
in opportunities where we 
have opportunities to be in 
games. That’s a rare thing 
given our situation. Malik 
is a big part of that because 
of his consistency and his 
leadership.”
Horn emphasized players 
not  l i s ten ing to out s ide 
inf luence, whether they’re 
successful or unsuccessful. 
Cooke mirrored that, saying 
that Horn’s job has not been 
on the team’s mind as they 
play their final two regular 
season games before heading 
to the SEC Tournament in 
New Orleans. 
“He hasn’t said anything 
like that to us,” Cooke said. 
“He just wants us to go out 
and play for each other and 
play together and just give 
it our best — that’s all he’s 
asked th is whole season. 
That ’s  what we’re rea l ly 
trying to do.”
For Horn , who suffered 
the worst loss in his coaching 
career earl ier this season 
a g a i n s t  K e nt u c k y,  t h e 
struggles haven’t been easy, 
as fans have been outspoken 
in their displeasure with 
t he team’s record.  Wit h 
a  c o a c h i n g  e v a l u a t i o n 
upcom ing at  t he end of 
the season with Athlet ics 
Director Eric Hyman, it 
won’t be getting any easier.
“It’s been real ly hard,” 
Horn said. “It’s been hard 
because it’s not something 
that I ’m used to, by any 
stretch. It’s also hard because 
I think our team has come 
out and continued to work 
hard. They’ve continued to 
work hard and be in games 
with an opportunity to have 
a chance to get it  done. 
Not closing it out has been 
f rust rat ing and d if f icu lt 
personally, but more than 
that, I’m frustrated for our 
guys. They continue to put 
in the work, but have just not 
made the plays.” 
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a Gamecock
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Forward Malik Cooke will be the lone senior recognized in 
tonight’s fi nal home game against Mississippi State at 8 p.m.
South Carolina hopes to win last home game
Beth Revelle / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The Gamecocks had only four hits, but won 2-1 after freshman Joey Pankake’s homer.
National Pankake Day: freshman heating up
Shortstop’s homer 
propels USC
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